
 
 

        
This Christmas we are thankful for….. 
 
...the mess to clean after our Christmas party because it means we have been surrounded by friends. 
 
...the clothes that fit a little too snug because it means we have enough to eat. 
 
...all the complaining we hear about our government because it means we have freedom of speech. 
 
...the taxes we pay because it means that we have jobs and an income. 
 
...our huge heating bill because it means we are warm. 
 
...the spot we find at the far end of the parking lot because it means we are capable of walking. 
 
...the lady behind us in church who sings off key because it means that we can hear. 
 
…the weariness and aching muscles at the end of the day because it means we have been productive. 
 
...the alarm that goes off in the early morning hours because it means that we are alive. 
 

Most of all we are thankful to be together this Christmas,  
thankful to remember  

and celebrate with special people in our lives, and  
thankful for the joy, peace and hope Christ brings. 

 
       Msgr. Youtz 

From the Desk of  the Pastor 

Gifts of GodGifts of GodGifts of GodGifts of God    

Month Envelopes 
Used 

Amt. Rec’d Amount 
Needed 

Mass 
Attendance 

December 3 718 $23,889 $20,233 2298 

December 10 695 20,416 $20,333 2036 

   $20,333  

     

     

Month Amt. Rec’d Amount Needed 

July  $100,659 $101,165 

August  $68,299 $80,932 

September  $76,618 $80,932 

October  $95,974 $101,165 

November    

+/- 

-$1,096 

-$13,729 

-$4,314 

-$5,191 

 

December     

January     

February     

March     
�Rest In Peace� 

 

Mary Laube  
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Monday, December 18 9 a.m. 
 

Stanley Allison 
(Margaret Marsh) 

Tuesday, December 19 9 a.m. Samuel J. Stauffer 
(M/M John Breteon) 

Wednesday, December 20 9 a.m. 
 

Rose Santivenere 
(Albert Santivenere) 

Thursday, December 21 9 a.m. 
 
 

Theresa Burnett 
(Theresa Freeman) 

Friday, December  22 9 a.m. 
 

Ruth Fink 
(M/M Cameron Ferdinand) 

Saturday, December 23 5:30 p.m. James Cusick 
(M/M Michael Carney) 

Sunday, December 24 7:30 a.m. William J. Meditz 
(M/M Lutz Wiessner) 

Sunday, December 24 9 a.m. George Brubaker 
(Angie Dorsey) 

Sunday, December 24 11 a.m. People of Parish 

Sunday, December 24 
(Church) 

4 p.m. Ruth and Harry Youtz 
(The Youtz Family) 

Sunday, December 24 
(Social Hall) 

4 p.m. Chloe Ann Cross 
(The Book Family) 

Sunday, December 24 
(Church) 

6 p.m. Daniel McCarty 
(The McCarty Family)  

Sunday, December 24 
(Church) 

8 p.m. Special Intention 

Sunday, December 24 
(Church) 

Midnight Marion Burbrink 
(Jim Burbrink) 

Together let us pray for…… 
THE SICK OF OUR PARISH 

especially, Dorothy Bright, Rita Engle, Mary Zelek,  
Ronald Hess, Helen White, Matthew Vrooman,  

Sharon Schlager, Genevieve Hill, Robert Kennedy,  
Al Sabatine,  Mary Rocchi, Eddie Barton and all those in the 

Prayer Circle.  

Sick and Shut Ins 
Please notify Tonianne Bertel, Parish Nurse, at 569-8531 ext. 
229, if you have a loved one from the parish who is in need of 

our prayers and would like their name placed 
 in the bulletin.    

 
Please notify the Parish Office 569-8531when you 

enter the hospital.  Also, call if you desire weekly or 
monthly Communion brought to you in your home 

or if you know of someone who does. 

Calendar Of  Events  
 

Sunday, December 17 
               RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
 Youth Bonfire/7 p.m./Pavilion 
Monday, December 18 
               RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES 
               RCIA /7 p.m.  
               SJN Choir/7:30 p.m./ Music Room 
               Confirmation Retreat Team/7 p.m./ Rm 10 
Tuesday, December 19 
 ADVENT RECONCILIATION/7 p.m./Church 
 AED/CPR Adult/6 p.m./ Rm 11 
 Italian Classes/6:30 p.m./ Rms. 1-4 
               Prayer Group/7:30 p.m./ Music Room and Social Hall 
Wednesday, December 20  
Thursday, December 21 
 Pinochle/ 1 p.m./ Social Hall   

 NCYC  MEETING MANDATORY/7:00 p.m./ Rms. 12 
 Ensemble/ 7:30 p.m./Church  
Friday, December 22 
Saturday, December 23 

 
Call Barbara Wagner, Parish Secretary, 

 if you would like to schedule an event. (717-569-8531).  

����Preparing for Worship����    
 Readings for next Sunday Mass 
NATIVITY OF THE LORD 

 

First Reading:  
 Isaiah 62:1-5 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
Psalm 89: 4-5, 16-17, 

 

Second Reading:  
Acts of the Apostles 13:16-17, 22-25 

 
Gospel: 

 Matthew 1:1-25  

Has a family member or a friend ever expressed an interest in the 
Catholic Church? Or maybe you yourself have never been baptized, or 
have been baptized in another Christian tradition, and feel that God 
may now be calling you toward the Catholic Church. If so, the RCIA is 
here to help.   This is a process that is concerned with the total 
formation of the individual considering membership in the Catholic 
Church. Because it is a process and not a pre-set program that is the 
same for everyone, RCIA can meet people where they are on their faith 
journey and help them develop their relationship with God, His Church, 
and St. John Neumann Parish Community.    
   If you are interested, please call Sue Toole, Pastoral Associate at the 
parish office. 
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Advent Parish  
Reconciliation Dates  

The Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation  
       In this Sacrament the church celebrates its mission of 
spiritual and physical healing. Reconciliation centers on 
spiritual healing; God’s forgiveness of sinner is celebrated in 
the words of the sacrament. We invite all parishioners to our 
Parish Reconciliation service at Saint John Neumann on 
Tuesday, December 19. Listed below are the area Catholic 
Churches that are celebrating this sacrament.  

 
Sunday, December 17 

St. Philip’s Advent Reconciliation (2:30 p.m.)  
Monday, December 18 

Sacred Heart Advent Reconciliation (7 p.m.) 
Tuesday, December 19 

Saint John Neumann Advent Reconciliation  (7 p.m.) 
St. Leo the Great Advent Reconciliation (7 p.m.) 

Wednesday, December 20 

St. Joseph Advent Reconciliation (7 p.m.)  

MASS SCHEDULES 
Mass, Saturday, December 23, 5:30 P.M.  
Sunday, December 24, 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 A.M.  

Christmas Schedule 
Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24 
 4:00 P.M. – Church 
 4:00 P.M. – Social Hall 
 6:00 P.M. – Church 
 8:00 P.M. – Church 
 12 Midnight – Church 
 

Christmas Day, Monday, December 25 
 9:00 A.M .and 11:00 A.M. 

 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Saturday, December 30, 2006 – 5:30 P.M. 
Sunday, December 31, 2006 – 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 A.M . 
          and 5:30 P.M. 
 

The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God 
New Year’s Day, January 1, 2007 – 9:00 A.M. 
 

Solemnity of the Epiphany 
Saturday, January 6, 2007 – 5:30 P.M. 
Sunday, January 7, 2007 – 7:30, 9:00 & 11:00 A.M. and 5:30 P.M 

 
 

  St. John Neumann Annual Forty Hours 
Eucharistic Devotions 

 
Sunday, January 7, 2007 – 5:30 P.M. Mass  
followed by Adoration 
 
Monday, January 8, 2007 – 7:00 P.M.  
followed by Adoration 
 
Closing – Tuesday, January 9, 2007 – 7:00 P.M. 
 

Saint John Neumann and  
Forty Hours 

 
To honor the forty hours that the body of Christ rested in the tomb, 
the Blessed Sacrament is solemnly exposed for this period of time, 
during which public services, private mediation, and prayer take 
place.  The devotion developed in the 16th century. 
 
During the 19th century, because of lack of attendance, frequently 
the period of adoration was interrupted during the night so that it 
lasted three days.  In other situations, a shorter period of time was 
established. 
 
St. John Neumann, Bishop of Philadelphia, advocated the devotion 
in the United States.  Visiting his parishes in the 1850’s,  Bishop 
John Neumann noted with sorrow that few people took the time for 
a private visit to the Blessed Sacrament.  
 
From his boyhood in Europe, he recalled the practice of Forty 
Hours Devotion, with crowds coming all day to pray before the 
Body of Christ. John Neumann wished to capture that same fervor 
in our country. 
 
At the persistent urging of Bishop Neumann, the First Diocesan 
Synod of Philadelphia in April,1853, passed a resolution calling 
each parish to have a Forty Hours Devotion. The decree inaugurat-
ing the Forty Hours Devotion on a diocesan-wide basis went out in 
Bishop Neumann’s own handwriting.  Churches in Lancaster were 
part of that schedule. St. Philip Neri Church at 2nd and Queen 
Street in South Philadelphia was designated as the parish where it 
would begin.  
 
At the Opening Mass on the Feast of Cor-
pus Christi, St. Philips’ Church was 
crowded with people and a steady stream 
of the faithful came for three days and two 
nights to adore the Blessed Sacrament.  
From St. Philip Neri the Forty Hours 
spread to other dioceses becoming one of 
the highlights of the devotion life of 
Catholics living in the United States. 
 
 

Please join us.  
 
 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES  
Speaker from Lancaster Catholic High School  

 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY RETREAT TEAM 
Confirmation Retreat Team Needed for the 2006-2007 year. 
We need approximately 15 youths who would like to help the 
Confirmation Class prepare for the Sacrament. All youth interested in 
participating in the Confirmation Retreat Team:  
Meetings Mondays at 7 p.m. (Room 10)  unless a holiday 
 

Kairos Retreat—January 4-7, 2007 
Please pray for our retreatants  

 
BONFIRE 

TONIGHT December 17, 2006 
All students are welcome to attend 7 p.m.- 8 p.m.  
We will roast marshmallow, eat s’mores and drink hot chocolate. 
RSVP– sjnyouth742@sjnlancaster.org 
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS  
Confirmation —High School  

Mrs. Yolanda Larson, Pastoral Associate  for Youth  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
Pre-K –6th Grade  

Mrs. Rose Poet, Director of Religious Education  

 We are always in need of Substitute 
Catechists.   Please call the RE 
Office if you can help.  

 

Bishop Scholarship 

Saint John Neumann Winter Holiday Ball 
Sponsored by and Hosted by The Knights of Columbus  

 
Are you busy making everything perfect for the Christmas 

Season?  Are you taking care of everyone but yourself? How 
about starting out 2007 with the right foot (or left)! Join us 

for an evening of Dinner and Dancing. 
Spend some quality time with old friends, while making  

new ones with other families from the Parish 
 
When: January 12, 2007 
Place: Eden Resort Inn, 222 Eden Road, Lancaster PA. 

Time: 5:00 P.M. – 10:00 P.M. 
 
Cocktail Hour: Hot & Cold Hors d’oeuvres / Cash Bar 
 (Beer & Soda at no charge) 
Dinner:  Choice of Roast Top Sirloin  
          or Chicken Florentine (Selection should be made  
          by each guest when you RSVP.) 
Dancing: to music provided by   
          Rod & Deb Sheaffer from 7:00 to 10:00  P.M.  
Cost:  Only $25.00  per person  
  Stay the night for an unbelievable deal.  
 Call the Eden before 12/19 to  reserve your room.   
 Rooms held under the Knights of Columbus name. 

  
**PLEASE  RSVP BY NOT LATER THAN** January 5 ,  2007 

James Graham 
SJN Knights of Columbus 12532 

1238 Lexington Road 
Manheim, PA. 17545 

 

Living the Mount Mis-
sion—Faith 
The Mount’s merit-based 
Bishop Kevin C. 
Rhoades Scholarship 
provides $15,000 each 
year to a student from 

the Diocese of Harrisburg called to our prom-
ise of faith, discovery, leadership and commu-
nity.  
Applicants for the Bishop’s Scholarship must 
be accepted as a freshman to the university, 
have at least a 3.0 GPA, and 1100 SAT (CR 
and Math), and submit a 500-word essay with 
their scholarship application. Deadline is Feb-
ruary 1. 
 
To learn more about the Mount and to obtain a 
Bishop’s Scholarship application, visit 
www.msmary.edu/admissions or call  
1-800-448-4347 to schedule a campus visit.   
 

16300 Old Emmitsburg Road 
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
(An hour from Baltimore, MD and Washing-
ton, D.C.) 
1.800.448.4347 or www.msmary.edu 
 

FOOD BANK NEWS 
Thank you to all our parishioners and Boy Scouts 
for their generous donations of food and money on 

Truck Sunday!! 
 

Thank you to everyone who helped sort and pack 
our donations!! 



Submitting Articles for the Bulletin 
 
1. Articles are due Monday at noon. No exceptions.  
2. Articles can be submitted in two formats–           
3.  a. email:ylarson742@sjnlancaster.org                            
4.    b. handwritten (please print) using the proper form available in the 

Parish Office. Please include your home phone number in case we have 
questions.   

5. If using the email format– have article written in Times New Roman or 
Arial (font size-9) and attach article as an attachment.  

6. Articles are to contain Who, What, When, Where, and Why. 
7. When possible, the article will be placed in the bulletin for one week, but 

if space permits, articles will be left in the bulletin until the event.  
8. Clip art is used at the discretion of the bulletin editor. 
 
Diocesan Publications sets our deadline.  Consequently, some deadline dates 
will change because of an upcoming holiday.   

Watch the Bulletin for changed deadline dates.   

PARISH HEALTH MINISTRY 
Mrs. Tonianne Bertel,  Director of Health and Wellness 

OPERATION HEARTBEAT CPR/AED 
TRAINING DATES–  

REGISTRATION REQUIRED  
 

TUES-DECEMBER19; 6-9PM ADULT 
WED-JANUARY 3 INFANT/CHILD TRAIN-
ING 9:30-12:30 
TUES-JANUARY 16, ADULT TRAINING  
6:00-9:00PM.  
CALL 569-8531EXT.229 TO REGISTER 

THE SPIRITUAL GIFTS OF WAITING 
  

Last week the discussion was on patience– trusting there is no quick fix, trusting the fullness of God’s time and opening us up 
to active waiting. This week I’d like to explore three additional gifts of waiting.  They are the gifts of loss of control, living in 
the present and compassion.  
 
This second gift of waiting—loss of control — can be a very spiritual step.  When we surrender to the forces beyond our 
control we often find each other & ourselves.  Loss of control helps us to depend on one another.  Take for example 
September 11, or more recently, the Amish School House shooting.  The nation came together, witnessing everyone’s 
contributions.  Those out-of-control, tragic days fostered a spirit of mutuality and dependence on each other.  Needing each 
other is an imperative of our faith.  In Mark chapter 6:7-13 Jesus purposely sends the disciples out-dependant on the kindness 
and  hospitality of strangers.  Here they would have to receive and  recognize others’ gifts.  When we let go of control, the 
opportunity is there to reach out and let others in.   In loss of control, we need to stop, sit, and just be. In accepting the loss of 
control—surrendering,, if you will, we open the door to healing, allowing others to walk with us and share our circumstances, 
recognizing we are part of something larger than we control, realizing God’s abiding love. 
 
Another gift of waiting is living in the present, realizing we can’t control circumstances and we can’t predict the future.  We 
have the opportunity to live in the present, the here-and-now, requiring us to live intentionally, focusing on what is happening 
now. By living in the present we’re invited to relinquish worry. In Matthew 6:31-34 it is noted that our Heavenly Father 
knows all we need, and that we should not worry about things of tomorrow as today has concerns of its own.  In truth we 
never learn anything useful when we worry, rather we disable ourselves and lessen our trust in God.  When we live in the 
present we can be faithful in all the small things.  In the tedious routines of our life our true colors show and our faithfulness 
really matters.  We are presented with the question: What is it in front of my face this very moment that summons me to 
faithfulness?  For everyday faithfulness means helping others feel safe and secure.  Thus is the secret to waiting-an invitation 
not only to pay attention to little things, but to see what needs to be done, and to be faithful in saying yes to those things. 
 
Another gift of waiting is compassion.  If you have ever waited with another in a crisis or time of uncertainty you know that 
unique understanding of what the other is going through and you embrace it with compassion.  Even when it is a total 
stranger, sharing our fears and  insecurities while we wait offers a bridge of understanding, hope, and  compassion. 
Little acts of our compassion can relieve anxiety and offer an outward sign of God’s enduring love for each of us. Allowing us 
to connect with others and share in that moment while those wait– realizing we are not waiting alone is healing.  With the gift 
of compassion we learn to receive.  Jesus taught us this by example.  In John’s gospel we learn of Jesus and the washing of the 
feet.  For if we do not learn to receive we will never be able to allow others their offering of personal gifts. So the true gift of 
waiting isn’t isolation but connection , opening doors of compassion and renewed sense of hope, realizing God is with us 
through our waiting.  Psalm 139 notes God’s ever presence in our life. 
 
May your time of waiting offer you new gifts of hope, compassion, living in the present and  surrendering control to an ever 
present, loving God 
 


